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The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. LEAHY).

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Shepherd of love, You have been our
help in ages past. You are our hope for
the years to come. As we begin today’s
legislative session, we pause to ac-
knowledge Your sovereignty. Lord,
You sit enthroned between the cher-
ubim, so shower us with gifts from
Your bounty.

Today, lead our lawmakers beside
still waters and replenish their spirits
with Your power. As they grapple with
the challenges we face, give them a
faith that will not shrink. Lord, pro-
vide our Senators with wisdom to hear
Your voice and courage to obey Your
counsel. Help them to seek Your wis-
dom by daily exposing themselves to
the guidance of sacred Scripture.

Remind us all that success comes not
by might or power but by Your Spirit.

We pray in Your holy Name. Amen.

——————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under
the previous order, the leadership time
is reserved.

——————

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Morn-
ing business is closed.

Senate

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session to resume
consideration of the following nomina-
tion, which the clerk will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Tana Lin, of
Washington, to be United States Dis-
trict Judge for the Western District of
Washington.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
Senator from Nevada.

Ms. ROSEN. I suggest the absence of
a quorum.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
clerk will call the roll.

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms.
ROSEN). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Democratic leader is recognized.

VOTING RIGHTS

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, on
voting rights, yesterday, this Chamber
had an opportunity to begin debate on
protecting the voting rights of Amer-
ican citizens. That right, essential to
any democracy, is under attack in
ways we have not seen in generations.

Despite the obvious danger, Senate
Republicans crushed any opportunity
this Chamber had to even begin a de-
bate on the Freedom to Vote Act. We
didn’t ask Republicans to sign their
names to any policy. We simply asked
them to come to the table so the Sen-
ate can work as intended, and they re-
fused.

Let there be no mistake, Senate Re-
publicans blocking debate yesterday
was their implicit endorsement of the
horrid new voter suppression and elec-
tion subversion laws passed in conserv-
ative States across the country. When

they wouldn’t debate, they said these
horrid new laws that suppress voters,
that subvert our elections are OK.

It is ludicrous—ludicrous—for Repub-
licans to pretend that the Federal Gov-
ernment has no role to play in defense
of our liberties. Of course, it does. They
should read the Constitution.

But despite Republican opposition,
the fight to protect our democracy is
far from over in the U.S. Senate. Vot-
ing rights are too precious, too funda-
mental to abandon because of obstruc-
tion from the minority.

As soon as next week, I am prepared
to bring another proposal to the floor,
the John Lewis Voting Rights Ad-
vancement Act.

The Voting Rights Act has histori-
cally been bipartisan, but following the
gutting of the law by recent Supreme
Court rulings, the Voting Rights Act
needs to be restored, and the Senate
ought to, at a minimum, be permitted
to debate.

The reflexive obstruction from Sen-
ate Republicans is not—is not—how the
Senate is supposed to work. Not long
ago, this Chamber operated differently,
in a way more befitting the world’s
greatest deliberative body: debate,
compromise, amend, and legislate—all
with the purpose of helping the Amer-
ican people, even when people’s views
of how to do that differed. There was a
debate and amendment.

We need to restore that legacy. We
need to work to restore the Senate as
the world’s greatest deliberative body
so we can better serve the needs of our
Nation. Republicans blocking one bill
after another, even from consideration,
is not that.

The fight to protect our fundamental
liberties is as old as the country itself,
and we can take note from the lessons
of history. In the aftermath of the Civil
War, the majorities in Congress passed
transformative measures, like the 14th
and 15th Amendments to the Constitu-
tion—and other civil rights bills—ex-
panding liberty to tens of millions pre-
viously deprived of it.

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Printed on recycled paper.

S7135



S7136

These are some of the crowning
achievements of this body, but if you
were in Congress back then, that is
hardly how they were viewed by some
at the time. Back then, the minority
party refused to provide even a single
vote to pass these laws—not even one.
The minority condemned them as par-
tisan tools of the angry, vengeful
north; a power grab.

The minority refused to come to the
table, so the majority was willing to
act alone—act alone—to pass civil
rights legislation. It wasn’t partisan; it
was patriotic. Their actions made our
democracy stronger, and they were
willing to do what was necessary, in-
cluding going it alone to defend our
freedoms. Today, we feel the same way.

The question now before the Senate
is how we will find a path forward on
protecting our freedoms in the 21st
century. The Members of this Chamber
can take inspiration from the great pa-
triots of the past who put country over
party, or they can cross their arms and
watch as our 240-year-old experiment
in democracy falls prey to the specters
of authoritarian control.

BUILD BACK BETTER

Madam President, on Build Back Bet-
ter, it has been a very productive week
for Democrats as we inch closer to fi-
nalizing an agreement on President
Biden’s Build Back Better plan.

I want to thank all of my colleagues,
especially our committee chairs, the
Speaker, the President and his team
for their leadership, diligence, and
commitment to getting something
done.

The progress of this week affirms
what we have been saying for months:
If we stick together, if we keep work-
ing toward a legislative sweet spot, and
if we keep our eyes on the ultimate
goal of getting something big done for
the American people, then we can and
will succeed. We are closer to reaching
that goal, and we are going to continue
working until the job is done.

In the end, Build Back Better is
going to be the greatest investment in
the American people, in our economy,
and in the fight against climate change
that we have seen in a long, long time.
That is no easy feat, but we remain
unshaken in our desire to forge ahead.
Let’s keep going.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Re-
publican leader is recognized.

KENTUCKY VETERANS

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President,
yesterday, it was my privilege to wel-
come a distinguished group of Ken-
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tucky veterans from all across the
Commonwealth to our Nation’s Cap-
ital. Representing every branch of the
military, more than 60 Kentuckians
who served in World War II, Korea, and
Vietnam traveled to Washington to
visit the memorials built in their
honor.

The Honor Flight program, which co-
ordinates these trips, is finally back up
and running after the COVID-19 pan-
demic shut down their operations last
year. I couldn’t be more thankful for
this organization’s seamless planning
and execution, especially in light of
this year’s added complications.

The Honor Flight Bluegrass chapter
has brought hundreds of veterans to
Washington over the years, mirroring
the important work of their peer orga-
nizations all across the country. De-
spite the significant logistical and fi-
nancial hurdles, the Honor Flight pro-
gram ensures every veteran can travel
at no cost to themselves.

I had the opportunity to meet with
some of these Kentucky heroes and lis-
ten to their incredible stories. Their
service spanned generations, con-
tinents, and conflicts. But one thread
unites them all: a complete dedication
to the cause of freedom and a deep love
for our great Nation.

As the son of a World War II veteran,
I have a special appreciation for these
men and women. It was a great honor
to stand by their side as they visited
the solemn monuments constructed to
commemorate their sacrifice. I would
like to express my sincere gratitude to
those brave servicemembers and to the
hard-working Honor Flight organizers
and volunteers who made their visit
possible.

TERRORISM

Madam President, yesterday also
brought a sobering reminder of the
dangers a new generation of American
servicemembers continue to encounter
as they follow in the footsteps of these
heroes. U.S. personnel operating in
Syria became the latest targets of a
drone attack perpetrated by terrorists.
Whether the perpetrators turn out to
be ISIS or, more likely, loyal Iranian
proxies, it is clear that serious threats
are growing all across that region.

The terrorists who seek to harm us
and the regimes that support them
were emboldened—considerably
emboldened—by our retreat from Af-
ghanistan. Just this week, the U.S.-
designated terrorist and Taliban Inte-
rior Minister, Haqgqani, praised suicide-
bombing Taliban terrorists with Amer-
ican and Afghan blood on their hands
and provided—listen to this—cash re-
wards to their families. They are get-
ting a cash reward for killing Ameri-
cans. The Taliban also continues to
hamper the evacuation of American
citizens, Afghans who worked with
America, and other vulnerable Afghans
who are continuing to be under threat.

Our allies and adversaries alike are
wondering whether the Biden adminis-
tration intends to stand up to those
who dare to challenge us or our allies.
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They are watching—watching closely—
to see if America will blink in the face
of the Taliban’s defiance or Iran’s ag-
gression. I hope the President is pre-
pared to settle this question and de-
liver on our commitments.

HEALTHCARE

Madam President, now on an entirely
different matter, there is little confu-
sion about the devastating economic
impact Democrats would bring about
by ramming through their reckless
taxing-and-spending spree: more taxes,
more debt, and more painful inflation.

But this isn’t some collection of well-
intentioned policies whose pricetag has
just gotten dangerously out of control;
the policies themselves would mean
real pain for American families—case
in point: the heavyhanded mandates
that would restrict choice and access
to affordable, lifesaving healthcare.

Democrats want to ax the private in-
surance plans that millions of Ameri-
cans have chosen and prefer. They
want to build new Federal health pro-
grams and expand the ones that exist
today, heaping more than $550 billion
in new expenses on taxpayers to insure
less than 4 million more people. Let me
say that again. They want to build new
Federal health programs and expand
the ones that exist today, heaping
more than $550 billion in new ex-
penses—new expenses—on taxpayers.
The result: to insure less than 4 million
more peobple.

Here is the truth: The overwhelming
majority of Americans today have ac-
cess to healthcare. Democrats just
don’t like the private plans that most
Americans choose.

Then, there is the plan to heap hun-
dreds of billions of dollars in new pro-
grams and huge pools of additional peo-
ple into a Medicare system that ex-
perts say is already—already, right
now—dangerously close to insolvency.
This is a huge, risky leap toward Medi-
care for All at the expense of the sta-
bility and the security of the actual
Medicare system that millions of sen-
iors rely on right now.

Democrats want to pour cold water
on America’s world-leading medical in-
novation sector by imposing socialist
price caps on prescription medicines.
In another example of Democrats’
magic math—magic math—the ration-
ale here is apparently that calling
something cheaper actually makes it
so. Calling something cheaper, they
think, actually makes it so.

In reality, research tells us this
would mean fewer new treatments and
new cures. By one analysis, these price
controls would cause up to 20 times—20
times—as much lost life over a decade
as the once-in-a-century COVID pan-
demic already has. I want to say that
again. By one analysis, these socialist
price controls could cause up to 20
times as much lost life over a decade as
the once-in-a-century COVID pandemic
already has. Suppressing innovation
through drug socialism would literally
cost American lives.

Of course, they are planning to leave
behind commonsense protections
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